
Concealing Modern Technology in 
Historic Townhouses 
Owning a historic Georgian or Victorian townhouse in an Irish city 
centre is a massive privilege. These properties are defined by their 
incredible architectural details, featuring highly ornate plaster 
cornicing, original marble fireplaces, and deeply textured, antique 
timber panelling. Preserving these delicate features is the primary 
responsibility of any owner. However, modern living requires modern 
technology. You naturally want a large, high-definition display screen 
in your main reception room to watch films or sporting events. 
Integrating this heavy, glossy modern technology into an otherwise 
perfectly preserved 19th-century sitting room creates a highly stressful 
clash between aesthetics and conservation. 

The standard method for hiding the messy power cables and HDMI 
cords associated with a modern screen involves 'chasing' the wall. This 
highly destructive process requires a tradesman to physically cut a 
deep, wide channel straight down through the plaster and brickwork, 
burying the cables inside the channel before replastering over the top. 
In a modern, block-built house, this is a perfectly acceptable, standard 
procedure. In a protected historical townhouse, taking an angle 
grinder to original lime plaster or antique timber panelling is 
completely unacceptable and often strictly prohibited by local 
conservation laws. 

If you cannot cut into the wall, the only alternative seems to be leaving 
thick, black electrical wires trailing directly down the beautiful, 
historic chimney breast. This completely ruins the elegant aesthetic of 
the room, making the expensive technology look like a messy, 
temporary afterthought. To solve this problem and protect the 
building, you must employ highly considered, non-destructive 
installation techniques. 

When you book a specialist service for Ireland TV hanging, an 
experienced technician will approach a period property with extreme 
caution. They secure the heavy metal bracket safely by locating the 
deep structural timber or using specialised resin anchors that do not 
stress the brittle lime plaster. Once the screen is safely floating, they 
address the cable management using highly advanced, ultra-slim 
surface trunking. This is not the cheap, bulky plastic piping found in 
standard hardware shops. It is an incredibly low-profile, semi-circular 
casing designed specifically for architectural integration. 
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The technician routes this ultra-slim trunking incredibly carefully, 
often running it tightly along the edge of an existing architectural 
feature, such as following the exact line of the chimney breast corner 
or sitting flush against the top of the antique skirting board. The 
absolute key to making this trunking disappear is the finish. A true 
professional will meticulously prime and paint the casing using the 
exact same heritage paint colour as the surrounding wall. When 
colour-matched perfectly and routed intelligently, the casing visually 
blends into the background, becoming entirely invisible to a casual 
observer. 

This careful, surface-mounted approach completely removes the need 
to cut a single inch of historic plaster. It safely contains the unsightly 
power and data connections, protecting them from damage while 
completely hiding them from view. It allows the heavy display to sit 
cleanly on the wall, looking entirely deliberate and highly premium, 
without causing any permanent structural scarring to the property. 

Preserving the beauty of a historic townhouse does not mean you have 
to sacrifice the comforts of modern entertainment. It simply requires 
treating the building with a much higher level of technical respect. By 
relying on experienced installers who understand the value of non-
destructive cable routing and precision colour-matching, you can 
seamlessly blend modern electronics into your grand reception rooms. 
You achieve a beautifully clean, highly functional sitting room while 
ensuring the irreplaceable historic fabric of your property remains 
perfectly intact for future generations. 

Conclusion 

Cutting deep channels into the original lime plaster of a historic 
townhouse to hide electrical cables is highly destructive and often 
strictly prohibited. Professional installers completely avoid this 
damage by securing the screen safely and using ultra-slim, surface-
mounted trunking. When this low-profile casing is meticulously 
painted to match the exact shade of the historic wall, it perfectly 
conceals the messy wires without causing any structural harm. 

Call to Action 

Enjoy a clean, floating display screen without causing destructive 
damage to your historic plasterwork. Get in touch with our specialist 
installers today to discuss safe mounting techniques and perfectly 
colour-matched, ultra-slim cable concealment. 
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